Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


By  V^lliam  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


•  Price  Harris,  vocational  evangelist 
_  from  Shreveport,  La. 

•  Ken  Hemphill,  national  strate^t  for 
ingelism  Empowering  Kingdom  Growth,  a 
►ry  (John  Soutiiem  B^tist  Convention  (SBC)  pro- 
Countiy  ^anvof  the  SBC  Executive  Com^ttee  and 

LifeWay  Christian  Resources. 

•  Jormny  Himt,  pastor  of  FirSt  Church 
Woodstock  in  Woc^tock,  Ga. 

•  James  Merritt,  pastor  of  Cross  Pointe 
The  Church  at  Gwinnett  Center  in  Dulu^ 
Ga.  Merritt  is  a  past  president  of  die  SBC  and 
formerly  pastored  Highland  Chuidi,  Laurel. 

•  Jeriy  Pipes,  vocational  evangelist  from 
Lawrencevifle,  Ga. 


•  Ewilda  Fancher  of  Florence,  commu¬ 
nications  volunteer  for  Mississippi  WMU. 

•  Corinne  Gillentine,  women's  ministry 
a  Bible  teacher  from  Hattiesburg. 

•  Cyndi  Grace,  women's  ministry  Bible 

leader  ftom  Satartia.  _ - 

"The  main  conference  will  be  held  in 
the  church's  worship  center.  The 
Women's  Track  •  will  he  held  in  the 
church's  fellowship  hall.  The  two  groups 
will  meet  togedier  at  6:30  p.m.  on  January 
26  for  the  evening  service  of  the  evange¬ 
lism  conference,"Adkins  said. 

Adkins  expressed  thanks  to  the  officers 
^  ^  .  of  the  Conference  of  Mississippi  Baptist 

•  Jeriy  Yoimg,  pastor  of  New  Hope  Evangelists,  who  helped  put  together  the 

Church  in  Jackson.  conference  program,  and  Nussissippi 

Providing  worehip  and  praise  during  WMU,  which  hefoed  design  the  Women^s 
the  conference  will  be:  Track.  The  annuu  evangeUsm  conference 

•  Becky  Carver,  accompanist,  from  is  supported  by  gifts  to  die  Mississippi 

Mathiston.  Coo^rative  Program. 

•  Ronnie  Cottineham,  vocational  evan-  For  more  information  on  the  ccmferenoe, 

gelist  from  Lucedale.  contact  Adkins  at  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 

•  Jim  Farrish,  minister  of  music  at  39205-0530.  Telg>hone:(60U  292-3278  or  toll- 

Countrv  Woods  Church,  Byram.  free  outside  Jackson  (800)  ^1651,  ext.  278. 

•  Luke  Garrett,  soloist  from  Jacks<m.  E-mail:  ielli8®mbcb.otK. 
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The  2004  Mississippi  State  Evangelism 
, Conference,  themed  %11  Your  Stoi  “  ‘ 
14:6),  will  be  held  January  26-27  at  < 

Woods  Church,  B^am.  A  special  Women's 
Track  will  also  be  held  again  this  year  in 
conjunction  with  the  main  conference. 

'  Everyone  has  a  story,  different  yet  still 
the  same  —  Jesus  came  into  our  lives  and 
changed  us.  The  2004  Mississippi  State 
Evangelism  Conference  is  designed  to  tell 
those  many  stories,"  said  S.A.  (Sonny) 
Adk^,  director  of  evangelism  for  me 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 

The  met  service  will  begin  at  1:30  p.m. 
on  January  26,  followed  by  a  6:30  p.m.  ser¬ 
vice.  On  January  27,  the  conforence  will 
continue  with  a  9  a.m.  service  and  con¬ 
clude  with  a  1:30  p.m.  service.  Featur^ 
speakers  for  the  conference  include: 


vocational  evangelists 
from  Laurel 

•  David  Oliver,  associ¬ 
ate  pastor  of  praise  and 
worship  at  Crossgates 
Church,  Brandon. 

•  Kct  Patterson,  min¬ 
ister  of  music  and  ^uca- 
tion  at  Fifteenth  Avenue 
Chiuch,  Meridian. 

The  Women's  Thick  at 
die  conference  has  been 
designed  by  die  Women's 
Visionaiy  Team  of  the 
Mississippi  Woman's 
>  Missionary  Union 
(WN^)  to  address  the 
special  demands  of 
women's  evangelism  and 
ministry  .  programs, 
Adkins  said.  Program 
personalities  include: 

•  Laura  Leathers  of 
Hidden  Treasures 
Ministry  in  Pickens. 

•  Mandisa  Hundley, 
vocalist  for  the  praise 
team  of  nationally-recog¬ 
nized  speaker  Bern  Moore 
of  Houston,  Texas. 

•  Page  Hughes  of 
Anchor  Deep  Ministries 
in  Alabaster,  Al. 
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America's  fetal  pestilence 

would  be  eas 
beine  waeed 
in  Amenca 


after  the  panel  s  recom- 
agw^st  mendation  was  made  pub- 
—  but  lie.  "Is  dus  safe  for  women, 
Ifeder-  when  in  fact  there  have 
various  been  no  studies  done  on 
ig  peri>  the  long-term  effects  on 
mspec-  women  who  take  the 
1  proce-  morning-after  pill,  and 
gincre-  there  are  no  studies  that 
norrors  have  been  done  on  multi¬ 
ple  use  —  if  a  woman  uses 
The  enemies  of  the  unborn  are  forever  it  more  than  once." 
dlant,  however,  in  seeking  ways  to  exter-  Making  the  moming- 
nate  new  life  as  if  it  were  a  fetal  pesti-  after  pill,  also^^v^  by  ite 

Ilence.  As  revulsion  to  surgical  abor-  ~ 

tion  grew,  the  chemical  abortifa- 
dent  Known  as  RU  486  was  sup¬ 
posed  to  bypass  the  need  for  surr¬ 
eal  abortion  oy  using  a  witch's  brew 
of  potent  hormones  and  toxic  can¬ 
cer  drugs  to  force  the  womb  to 
expel  a  mriving  fetus. 

Now  we  learn  that  RU  486  is 
directly  responsible  for  the  deaths 
of  many  yovmg  woi 
to  terminate  ^ir  pregn^des~in 
this  way.  The  public  is  Ireginning  to 
wake  up  ana  as  sentiment  bimds 
.  for  doser  regulation  of  RU  486  or 
even  an  outright  ban,  another 


Editor's 

Notebook 


brand  name  Plan  B,  avail-  .  » 
able  over-the-counter 
could  have  even  more  dev- 
astating  eHects  on  teens. 

Reporter  Rani  Rabin 
pointed  out  in  a  recent 
Newsday  artide,  "There  is  ~V— 

a  danger  that  teenagers  will  _ 

pop  Plan  B  like  ^lenol. 

Health  educators  say  teens 
women  who  sought  are  impulsive  about  sexual 
'  pregnandes  in  behavior  and  tend  not  to 

Elan  ahead.  Yet  little  is  ^  ^ 

tiown  about  the  effect  of  — 

Plan  B  on  adolescent  bodies  that  are  still  only  inn^ent 
developing,  experts  say;  girls  younger  than  to  j^y  with  it! 


William  H 
Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


18  are  rarwy  if  ever  included  m  clinical  tri-  TT«re's  a  simple  answer,  really.  It  is  found 

als  for  contraceptives.  Panelists  said  they'd  in  the  words  of’  Mother  Teresa  to  former 
like  to  have  post-approval  surveillance  to  President  Bill  Clinton  and  his  wife.  Hillary, 
iStration  (FDA)  keep  an  eye  on  adverse  effects  that  may  botir  avid  promoters  of  abortion.  It  is  a 
hat  a  hormone  occur,  but  it's  hard  to  envision  much  data  poverty.  Mother  Teresa  boldly  told  the  pair 
tming-after  pill"  coming  in.  Remember,  women  taking  Plan  m  a  public  meeting;  for  a  little  cMd  tb  die  so 
ripdon-required  B  areivt  going  to  be  imder  a  physician's  ttiat  we  can  live  our  selfi^  lives  as  we 
ter  medications  care,  and  it's  likely  they'll  be  secretive  please.  It  is  truly  a  poverty  that  America  has 
len,  which  con-  about  what  they'rejdoing.’'  '  ^chosen  such  a  culture  of  death  as  abortion, 

lones  to  prevent  Plan  B  is  already  available  over-the-  so  that  we  can  do  what  we  want  wittiout  any 
Tom  iniplanting  counter  in  most  European  countries  and  five  consideration  for  anyone  other  than  our- 
irchased  on  the  states  in  this  country.  Action  by  FDA  com-  selves.  Over-the-counter  Plan  B  is  simply 
e  and  com  pads.  ’  missioners,  who  are  expected  to  agree  with  another  manifestation  of  ^t  great  truth, 
research  to  indi-  the  advisory  panel's  recommendation  when  Until  we  all  learn  to  live  tne  selfless  life 
ans  of  lu^  such  ttvey  meet  in  February,  would  make  it  avafi-  exemplified  by  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesu^ 
massive  do^  of  hormones  over  and  over  as  able  over-fiie-counter  on  a  nationwide  basis.  Christ  and  learn  to  put  others  before  our- 
a  form  of  birth  control  What  is  known  to  sd-  Why  do  so  many  Americans  have  such  selves,  evils  such  as  abortion  will  continue 

entists  and  foe  FDA,  however,  is  ^t  overuse  an  aversion  to  unborn  children?  Why  is  it  to  plague  the  God-blessed  land  of  America 
of  honnones  by  women  can  have  catastroph-  that  we  devote  so  much  time  and  treasure  —  toward  which  so  much  of  the  rest  of  the 
ic  ronseqiipfKyw,  including  cancer.  to  creating  the  pesticides  and  procedures  world  looks  for  leadership.  That  puts  the 

"We're  distuihed  by..7lack  of  concern  on  that  will  rid  us  of  them  before  they  can  Great  Commission  (Matthew  28:18-20)  in  a 
the  medical  safetjC  Wendy  Wright  of  take  their  first  breath?  What  is  so  wrong  whole  new  light,  doesn't  it? 

Concerned  Womenror  America  tola  CNN  with  "unintended"  pregnancies  that  the  In  this  new  year  of  2004,  let's  get  busy. 


EDITOR 

William  H.  i¥rfcin*  Jr. 


ASSOCIATE  EDITOR 
Tony  Martin 


EDITORIAL  ASSOCIATE 
Anne  Ramon 


lAYOUT/DESICN 
Lennie  N.  Vbung 


AEA^ERTISINC 
Dana  Richardion 


CIRCULATION  MANAGER 
Brenda  Quatdebaum 


BOOKKEEPER 
Betty  Anne  Bailey 


with  "unintended"  pregnancies  that  the 


EDITOR  EMERITUS 
Don  McGregor 


there  ever  was  one)  and 
American  BeauW  (in  which  tiie 
main  character  was  a 
pedophile).  Critically  acclaimed, 
yes,  but  certair^  not  the  box 
office  bonanzas  tne  Lord  of  foe 
Rings  trilogy  has  become.  Like 
moms  to  a  flame,  people  are 
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Baptiat  Reconl  Advitory  Committee: 
Mack  Amia,  McComb 
Jamef  Beasley,  Crystal  Springs 
Al  Green  Jr.,  Bay  St.  Louis 
Rick  Henson,  BrarxJon 
Beverly  Pyron,  Natchea 
Billy  Watkim,  Madison 
Dana  Richardson,  secretary 


Peter  Jaacson's  thunderous  cli¬ 
max  to  foe  film  trilogy  of  The 
Lord  of  the  Rings.  Unless 
you've  been  raising  chinchillas 
on  Venus,  you  can't  have 
escaped  the  phenomenon  of  the 
three-movie  t^cle  that  began 
with  The  Fellowship  of  the 
Ring  in  2001,  The  tWo  Towers 
in  jm02,  and  now  Return  of  the 
Kiite  in  2(X)3.  Much  has  been  written  about  The  Return  of  the  K 

Iteviews  have  been  almost  ToUden's  strong  Christian  fidfo  broken  all  box-office  rec 
universally  positive,  and  even  (and  I  heartily  recommend  foe  a  Wednesday  opening, 
hard-boiled  critics  from  lime,  book  Finding  Ckxl  in  foe  Lord  of  in  $34.1  million  in  one  at 
Newsweek,  The  New  York  foe  Rings,  Kurt  Bruner  and  does  one  interpret  that? 
limes,  etc.,  seem  to  have  run  out  Jim  Ware,  for  a  fuller  discussion  one  on,  Hollywood:  pec 
of  adjKtives.  Now,  I  am  not  foe  of  how  his  beliefs  impacted  his  go  to  great  lengfos  to  8< 
one  to  give  an  obje^ve  review;  I  work).  While  Tolkein  had  a  cor-  roaring  good  tde,  expei 
first  read  J.R.R.  Tolkien's  half-  dial  aistaste  for  allegory  —  ai^  that  is  full  of  virtue  anc 
million  wem  opus  when  I  was  foe  book  and  movies  never  men-  contend  that  even  in  oi 
13,  and  have  read  it  every  sum-  tion  religion,  Christ,  or  even  modem  culture,  peo] 
mer  sfoce.  So  my  fovestment  in  God  —  a  reader  or  viewer  is  attracted  to  a  story  thi 
foestoryissigidneantandnotin  treated  to  unabashed  represen-  an  unabashed  vision  < 
foe  least  rational  I  went  to  tite  tations  of  a  very  elementu  good  and  evil.  In  tite  wasteli 
first  installment  with  some  and  evil,  aiul  introduced  to  mar-  is  modem  Hollywood,  I 
reserve:  Could  this  Jackson  guy  acters  who  di^>lay  such  virtues  ray  of  light, 
pull  it  off  and  remam  faitiifiu  to  as  courage,  bravery,  integrity.  Upon  reflection,  I  ( 


Movies,  and  the 
power  to  move  us 

By  Tony  Martin,  Associate  EMor 
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Miss.  Baptist  captures  prize,  promises  tithe 


NATCHEZ,  Miss.  (BP)  —  A 
man  who  was  awarded 
$400,000  and  enjoyed  a  few 
brief  minutes  of  fame  during 
halftime  of  the  Soudieastem 
Conference  football  champi¬ 
onship  game  on  Dec.  6  in 
Atlanta  said  he  prayed  for  the 
opportunity  to  be  a  testimony 
of  God's  faithfulness  and  wiU 
tithe  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
church  where  he  is  a  member. 

Chuck  Bartlett,  a  deacon  at 
First  Church,  Natchez,  entered 
the  Throw  for  Dough  contest 
after  reading  about  it  on  a  Diet 
Dr.  Pepper  caiv  He  was  selected 
as  one  of  10  finalists  to  meet  in 
Atlanta  for  tt>e  chaiKe  to  win  one 
million  dollars  during  the  game 
at  the  Ge(»|^  Dome  between 
Universi^  of  Georgia  and 
Louisiana  Stare  University. 

After  winning  a  prelimi¬ 
nary  round  on  D^c.  5,  Bartlett 
advanced  to  the  game-day 
stage  where  he  threw*  foot- 


BAPTISTS 


such  as  buyiirg  tickets  for  youfo 
to  attend  Chrutian  coiKerts. 

Hurt  said  Bartlett  had  told 
foe  deacoi\s  last  month  foat  he 
w^uld  be  partidpatii^  in  foe 
contest,  and  he  sud  ifne  won 
$1  million  he  would  pay  off  foe 
church  debt.  Hurt  saidT  he  told 
him  not  to  worry  about  paying 
off  foe  church  debt  as  long  as 

BaptistJPress  (BP)  he  basically  foe  same  way  foe  iKxt  two  pass-  he  tifo«d  what  he  won. 
fe^  "real  hurdle"  and  credits  es  because  it  was  like  I  wanted  to 
God  fd:  foe  entire  victory.  "After  get  foose  two  over  with  and  get 
baits  into  a  giant  Dr.  Pepper  the  eighth  pass  was  thrown,  I  had  to  foe  30  (yard  line). 


Chuck  Bartlett  of  First  Church,  Natchez,  won 


.1  WONI  _ 

$400,000  in  Dr.  Pepper's  Throw  for  Dough  contest  during  the 
Southeastern  Conference  football  championfoip  game  on  Dec.  6  in 
Atlanta.  Bartlett  said  he  will  use  a  portion  of  his  winnings  to  tithe  to 
his  church.  (Screen  capture  from  CBS  Sports) 
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"Then  as  I  put  my  hands  to 
my  face  and  lookea  up,  I  had  ^ 
all  foe  confidence  in  foe  world 
foat  foat  last  pass  would  go 
in,"  he  said.  "All  I  had  to  do 
was  let  God  use  my  physical 

ability  —  foe  little  bit  I  do  have  Hurt  recalled  foat  when 
—  to  fundamentally  throw  it  Bartlett  was  ordained  as  a  dea- 
up  high  enough  for  Him  to  put  con,  his  quote  to  Barfiett  was, 
it  in  foe  hole,  which  He  did."  'To  whom  much  is  given,  much 
Wluit  makes  his  story  more  is  required." 
glorifying  to  God  is  foat  Bartlett  "When  he  called  me  foe 
&  rK>t  a  fixitball  player.  "God  other  night,  I  asked  if  he 
forew  ffuit  l(x\g  pass  for  me.  I  remembded  what  1  told  him," 
promise  you  Fm  no  afolete  at  all.  Hurt  said.  "He  said,  'Yes.  To 
I  had  practiced  some  but  had  whom  much  is  given,  much  is 
never  come  dose  to  making  foat  required."' 

30-yard  pass  at  home,"  he  said.  T  Bartlett  will  receive  $40/XX) 

haa  a  target  and  evefyfoing;  aiKl  for  eight  years.  Hurt  said,  and 
bou^t  a  few  footballs  at  he  wul  tifoe  foe  money  to  the 
Mari  Fve  never  played  foofoall.  churdi  budget  because  foat's 
I  played  baskefoall  a  couple  of  what  he  has  always  done. 

•  "  •  •  '  " "  "He  will  tithe,  he  will  give 

to  foe  Gideons,  and  he  will 
look  for  other  Christian  nUn- 
istries  and  nUssion  opportuni- 
Turt  said. 

"He  won't  <fo  anything  differ¬ 
ent  than  he  was  already  dofog. 
He  might  do  it  on  a  little  bit 
larger  scale.  This  just  helps 
him  to  do  more  in  foe  areas 


missed  thiW  in  a  row,  stkI  I  was 
so  frustrated  because  I  was  let- 
rife  down,"  Bardett  said. 

Slained  that  his  wife 
him  to  enter  foe  con¬ 
test  and  foen  had  spent  weeks 
praying  for  God  to  make  a  testi- 
:o  add  another  zero  to ‘the  mony  on  foe  field.  Once  Bartlett 

accu-  won  the  preliminary  round,  he 


can  on  the  goal  line. 

With  fufl-^-pressure  on, 

Bartlett  made  four  of  foe  five 
balk  from  foe  five  yard  line  and 
then  missed  all  five  from  foe  10  h4d 
yard  line.  However,  he  com- 
|>leted  foe  bonus  30-yard  pass 

^^000  he  had  already 
mulated  for  a  total  of 
After  moments  of  jubi 
and  pointi^  heavenward 
saying,  "Thank  you,  Jesus!"  The  two  of  them  had  even 
Bartlett  told  CBS  sideline  plaimed  what  he  would  say 
r«x)rter  JiU  Arrington,  "Jesus  on  the  field  even  if  he  just 
Christ  gives  me  all  ^  strength  I  won  foe  consolation  prize  of 
need  to  do  whatever  I  need."  $10,0(X)  —  but  God  was  clear 
When  she  asked  what  he  would  to  him  after  that  eighth  pass, 
do  with  the  money,  he  said  first  "God  spoke  to  me  and  said, 
he  would  tithe  to  his  church  and  'Don't  worry.  It's  going  to  be  OK. 
then  he  would  give  to  several  We  are  going  to  nwke  foe  big 
Christian  missionary  charities.  pass  for  foe  testimony,"'  Bartlett 
Following  several  days  of  told  BP,  "and  if  you  look  back  on 
media  attention,  Bartlett  told  foe  video,  I  didn't  even  throw 
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years'  in  college,  but  no  foc^Mll." 

Barfiett's  mst  wife  Carol  died 
of  caiKer  three  years  ago.  While 
she  was  hospitalized  at  the  M.D. 

Anderson  caiKer  treatment  fodl-  ties  to 
ity  in  Houston,  Texas,  he  would 
drive  back  ar^  forth  between 
her  Bedside  and  his  job  as  an 
insurance  salesman  in  Natchez. 

Bill  Hurt,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Natchez,  told  Baptist  that  he  was  already  doing." 
Press  some  women  from  foe  Dozens  of  Chri^ians 
church  often  stayed  wifo  Carol  approached  him  and  his  wife 
in  foe  hospital  while  Bartlett  before  they  left  Atlanta  to 
was  away,  and  foat  ntinistered  thank  them  and  praise  God, 
to  Bartlett  in  an  important  way.  Bartlett  said.  He  also  has  got- 

"When  Carol  died,  everyorte  ten  calls  from  students  in 
assumed  he  would  move  some-  Tuscaloosa,  Ala.,  who  said 
where  else  because  he  had  no  they've  started  prayer  groups 
family  ties  in  Natchez,"  Hurt  because  of  his  testimony. 


More  than  3200  youtfo  attend  foe  Youth  Evangelism  Conference  at 
College  in  Clinton.  Speaker  Neil  McOendon  talks  bluntly  about 
onocality,  artd  Ken  Smlfo  challenges  studente  tobe  teifoful  on  campus. 


Prom  foe  $40iX)0  pledge  of  a  local  buslnaasman  to  a  gift  of  one  dollar 
given  anonymously,  offiem  of  foe  Woman's  Missionary  Union  receive  a 
variety  of  gifts  for  foe  rdocatlon  of  foe  national  haadquarters  in  Birmingham. 


The  State  Tridning  Uidon  Convention  has  "one  of  its  beat  maedh^  in 
years"  u  R.G.  Lee,  pastor  of  Bellevue  Churfo,  Memphis,  brings  the  cot\- 
dave  to  a  climatic  aoae  In  foe  sarKtuary  of  First  Church,  Jack^. 
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A 


A  "New"  New  Year! 


I, 


Event  targets 
multihousing 
church  plants 

Targeting  the  Unchurched, 
a  muitihousing/lay  church 
planting  ministry  event  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Church  Planting 
Department  of  the  Mississip^ 
Baptist  Convention  Board,  is 
planned  for  several  locations 
across  the  state.  Chris  McNairy 
of  the  North  American  Mission 
Board  in  Atlanta  will  blitz 
south  Mississippi  on  Januaiy 
16-17,  with  stops  in 
Hattiesburg,  Raiscagoula.  and 
Brook-haven.  The  stated  goal 
of  the  conference  is  to  height¬ 
en  awareness,  equip  lay 
church  planting  teams,  and 
resource  laymen  to  begin  mul¬ 
tihousing  ministries,  intention¬ 
ally  targeting  the  unchurched, 
according  to  Ed  Deuschle, 
director  of  the  Church  Planting 
Department.  Events  are: 

•  January  1 6,  38th  Avenue 
Church,  Hattiesburg,  5:45 
p.m.;  call  (601)  262-2771  for 
reservations  and  information. 

•  January  1 7,  Jackson 
Association,  Pascagoula,  10 
a.m.;  call  (228)  769-7101  for 
reservations  and  information. 

•  January"  17,  Lincoln 
County  Association,  Brook- 
haven,  5  p.m.;  call  (Ml)  833- 
8111  for  reservations  and 
information. 

Deadline  for  reservations  is 
January  14;  a  meal  will  be 
provided  at  each  location. 

Approximately  487,350  of 
the  state's  two  million 
unchurched  population  live  in 
multihousing  communities, 
and  90%  are  lost. 

Similar  tours  for  central 
Mississippi  and  north  Missis¬ 
sippi  are  on  February  6-7  and 
Fwruary  20-21.  D^ils  will 
be  announced  at  a  later  date. 


Thoe  is  scnnething  wondesful 
iAx)ut  a  New  Year!  It  seems  to  me 
durt  we  take  hokl  of  somediing 
new,  fresh,  hopeful  inviti^  and 
better  ttvm  what  we  have  Just  left 
The  New  Year  is  outs  to  possess, 
ours  to  dream  about  and  ours  to 
diape  Vising  about  it  oddxBte  it 
shoot  fireworks  to  wdcome  it  and 
we  bdknre  tttat  toe  imaginary  time- 
lire  at  midnig^between  December 
31  and  J^uaiy  1  is  going  to  change 
eveiytoing  about  u» 

also  make  resolutions  for 
tile  New  Year.  Surveys  show  that 
the  two  main  thinra  tiiat  people 
resolve  are  rdated  to  weight  tmd 
finances.  It  is  our  intent  toj^botir 
of  them  under  control  Stmotiiers, 
vtoo  are  maybe  more  creative  and 
innovative,  give  attention  to  intd- 
lectual  stimiuation  like,  Tm  gang 
to  read  mote!"  or  qnritual  aev^ 
opment  like,  "Tm  going  to  grow 
and  serve  tiie  Lord  more!"  Some 
set  new  and  high-level  career 
goals  bke, 'Tm  gcang  to  climb  sev¬ 
eral  notches  on  the  ladder  of  suc¬ 
cess."  Those  tilings  are  not  bad 
and  th^  may  even  be  good;  but, 
more  cifWi  than  not,  time  reveals 
that  we  do  not  follow  our  resolve 
too  far  into  the  New  Year! 

Yet,  the  good  news  is  tiiat  the 
New  Year  is  a  good  tiling.  One  of 
the  good  tilings  about  2004  is  that 
you  can^  go  backwards. 
Evoybody^  t^  journey  of  life 
is  travding  in  tiie  same  cmection 
—  forward!  None  of  us  can  turn 
bade  one  pag6  of  time.  VVecannot 


T>irecti 


days  after  the  New  Year  arrived, 
we  Watched  witii  horror  and 
heartoreak  as  the  Columbia 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Missi^ppi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


step  back  into  tile  past  for  even  an 
hour.  While  that  is  a  wonderful 
tiling,  most  ctf  us  have  made  deci¬ 
sions  in  toe  past  tiiat  will  affect 
our  futures  and  we  will  have  to 
live  witii  some  of  the  residue  with 
tile  choioes  in  our  past 

On  the  otiier  hand,  let  me 
encourage  you  not  topack up  all 
tile  proraems  of  2003  and  drag 
them  into  ttve  future.  Do  not 
carry  warped  and  wrong  emo¬ 
tions  along  with  you.  Do  not  pull 
a  sack  full  of  rotten  attitudes  with 
you.  Let  that  stuff  stay  where  it 
ou^t  to  -  Icxhed  up  in  tiie  past! 
I  can  tell  you  that  if  you  nave 
come  to  God,  turning  from  your 
hurts,  T^ures,  sins,  and  gnefe. 
He  is  able  to  forgive,  remove,  and 
caned  all  those  things.  Do  not 
resurrect  what  He  nas  put  to 
deato.  Do  not  relive  200^.  You 
are  not  permitted  to  walk  back 
into  tiiat  landscape. 

A  second  glorious  thing  tiiat  is 
true  about  ^  New  Year  is  that 
wherever  you  go,  whatever  you 
do,  God  is  already  tiiere!  He  is 
the  God  of  tiie  constant  presence. 
He  is  the  "I  AM!"  HeistheGod 
who  tiierefore  resides  in  all  of  our 


future.  What  a  grand  truto  and 
what  a  marvetous  hope  that 
instiUsinus.  Just  tiiink  about  it 
God  knows  what  we  are  facing 
even  tiiouch  we  are  in  tiie  blind. 

I  will  t^  you  what  we  should 
do.  We  should  step  back  and  Icxik 
at  some  years  as  we  feced  them. 
Look  at  the  year  2(XX).  you 
remember  as  we  approached  2000 
that  tiie  big  "Bug-a-bcx>"  on  the 
horizon  was  Y2K?  Computers 
were  going  to  crash,  stock  mar¬ 
kets  were  going  to  fold,  banks 
vrere  going  to  close,  chaos  was 
going  to  break  out  all  across  tiie 
wcx’ld,  transportaticxi  would  stop, 
governments  would  toppkir'arvd 
panic  would  rule  the  world! 
People  stockpiled  water,  fcxxl, 
ammunition,  and  guess  wha^ 
Notiling  happened!  Well  nothir^ 
major  or  significant  happened. 
That  year  we  were  worrying  and 
working  on  something  that 
would  never  take  place. 

Then  came  tiie  year  2(X)1  and 
sometiiing  would  Happen  tiiat  we 
didn't  kr^  would  take  place  - 
"9-11"!  It  is  forever  bumra  into 
our  consciousness:  TVvin  Towers, 
terrorists,  fire,  fear,  collapse. 


truto  and 


eye  of  me  tele^on  lens  and 
seven  wonderful  astrmauts  were 
gone!  Space  flight,  shuttie  lift-off 
and  landing  all  had  become  rou¬ 
tine,  until  again  we  were  remind¬ 
ed,  it  was  not  routine! 

Sure  there  were  many  other 
incidents  that  tcxik  place  over 
these  years,  but  my  point  is  to 
say  to  you  and  to  my  own 
heart,  "Do  not  forget  that  God 
will  be  witji  us.  We  can  Icxik  to 
Him,  we  can  look  ahead,  and 
we  can  go  on  in  life.  Whatever 
happens,  whatever  tragedy 
strikes,  whatever  uncertainty 
surprises  us,  and  whatever  cer¬ 
tainty  shocks  us  we  c^  still 
move  forward  and  by  His  grace 
and  in  His  love,  we  will!" 

The  final  thought  about  the 
New  Year  is  this:  God  has  a 
plan  for  your  life!  For  this  year, 
trust  Him  and  follow  Him!  As 
the  writer  of  Proverbs  express¬ 
es  it,  "Trust  in  the  Lord  with  all 
thine  heart  and  lean  not  unto 
thine  own  understanding.  In 
all  thy  ways  acknowledge  him 
and  he  shall  direct  thy  paths." 
It  is  true!  He  will  guide  you  if 
you  will  trust  Him: 

So,  prayerfully  launch  into 
the  New  Year  with  excitement 
and  let  God  do  His  wonderful 
work  through  you.  Happy 


NOBTS  to  offer  courses  in  Mississippi  for  spring 


NEW  ORLEANS  (Special) —  centers  who  registered  online 
New  Orleans  Seminary  must  send  their  p^ment  to 

(NOBTS)  will  hold  classes  in  the  office  at  NOBTS  by 

two  Mississippi  locations  this  January  20.  Students  who  reg- 

spring.  Graouate  courses  will  istered  by  mail  must  have  ^1 
be  hdd  at  Mississippi  College  paperwork,  with  p^ment,  in 
in  Clinton,  and  Broadmoor  the  office  at  NOBTS  by 

Church  in  Madison  will  host  Januarj'  9.  New  students  can 
undergraduate  courses.  register  the  first  day  of  class. 

Classes  in  Clinton  and  ’  Students  who  have  been  out 
Madison  will  begin  on  of  classes  for  one  year  or  less 
January  26.  All  graduate  stu-  may  apply  for  re-enrollment  by 
dents  who  have  not  partici-  attencting  the  first  class  and 
Dated  in  New  Student  completing  the  registration 
Orientation  and  Testing  at  the  form.  There  is  an  additional  $10 
Clinton  Center  are  required  to  fee  for  re-enroUmenti 
attend  a  meeting  on  January  The  following  graduate- 

19  at  10  a.m.  in  Alumni  Hall  at  level  courses  are  onered  on 
Mississippi  College.  New  Mondays  at  various  times: 
undergraduate  students  at  •  Studies  in  Christian 

Broadmoor  Church  will  meet  Doctrine  (3  hours) 
for  orientation  and  testing  on  •  Encountering  the  Biblical 
January  19  at  2  p.m.  World  (3  hours) 

Returning  students  for  both  •  Pastoral  Ministry  (3  hours) 


For  Southern  Baptists,  these  Program  Director  Julius 
courses  cost  $150  per  semester  Thamps^  at  ^1)  856-4341  or 
hour  with  a  maximum  of  W  email  at  Thompson. Julius 
$1,675,  in  addition  to  an  $85  €^orldnet.att.net. 
resource  fee.  For  more  informa-  Through  extension  centers 
tion,  contact  Program  Director  located  ajl  over  the  Southeast, 
Louis  Smith  at  (601)  956-7448  or  New  Orleans  Seminary  is  push- 
by  email  at  Lsmiti\/458<9att.iret.  ing  the  campus  out  closer  to  the 

The  following  undergradu-  church  field,  making  it  possible 
ate-level  courses  are  ofiered  on  for  someone  who  may  be  in  a 
Mondays  at  various  times:  ministry  position  to  maintain 

•  Personal  Spiritual  tiiat  position  and  pursue  theo- 

Disciplines  (1  hour)  logicid  education.  Using  non- 

•  New  Testament  traditional  schedules  and 
Interpretation:  Acts  (3  hours)  church-focused,  competency- 

•  Building  Healtny  Church  based  curriculum,  tiie  extension 

Relationships  (3  hours)  centers  provide  trairting  that 

•  Christian  Doctrir^  (3  encourages  healthy  churches, 

hours)  ™  For  Mditional  information 

For  Southern  Baptists,  tiiese  about  New  Orleans  Seminaryis 
courses  cost  $130  per  semester  extension  centers,  contact 
hour  witii  a  maximum  of  $1,675,  Extension  Center  Office  at  (8(X}) 
in  addition  to  an  $85  resource  fee.  514-1175  or  visit  online  at 
For  more  information,  contact  www.nobts.edu/extensions. 


reworking  and  repair,  (770)  831-3651  or  email  SCLucyCwnKon- 


church  wii 


NORRIS  iOOIdINDINC  COMPANY,  dsanos  ajntpinyi  4.S|(WrMa  ro  monh^  corxk).  January  4  February  ipeclals 

IrK.,  old  Bibltt  rebound.  Alto  church  bul-  No  oodei  or  nestetlont,  6  leoand  billing  2004.  Call  (662)  746-6702.  Columbui^kion,  (877)  477-1899. 

kMint  and  hymnalt.  For  more  information  250,000  lenv  cuSomm.  1bS4ee  (866)  507-  WIDDlNCIII  FRifCO  PROFESSION-  CHURCH  ffW  UPHOLSTERY,  fret 

call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  ut  at  (662)  flis'iu  4LS^  TOO  EXPENSIVET  Let  me  give  you  ettlmatet.  Davit  Uphoittery,  Quitnian, 

455-6743.  Located  at  107  North  Slone  tomistone.  CARPET.  A  CHIMNEY  ettimate.  rtt  Barnet  (601)  856-7156.  .Mitt.,  phone  (601)  776-6617. 

Avfnue.‘Creemvood,  MS  38930.  ^  bam13420belltou^.ry.  HOMI 

W^YAffORMEHEAlTHIr^^  fUAJOR  MfBICAL  IWSUIANCl:'  with  Pretbylerlan  heritage  In  NE  Mitt.,  pro- 

(br  he  lelf  employwt  Ca«  (662)  568-3482.  5,  Cleaning  Phone  (601)  long-term  cate  for  tlbUng  groupt. 

•Underwttten  by  MEGA  Ufo  &  Health  H  506-6017  ^  couplet  to  lervc  at  houtepaienli.  nhdjrrf  xnWmadrRMd 

- -  1622  orceJl  phone  (601)  506  6017^  (B01)  856-7156,  Mutual  of  Commitment  to  Chrltl  and  to  children 

Omaha.  Email:  bam13420belltouth.net  enential.  Liberal  benefit  package.  Contact  MS  39759.  Phone  (662)  323-91 83  or 

TRAVa  ENGLAND,  IRELAhIb,  Scodand  (>,  Bob  Schwanebeck  at  Wmer  Home  for 
and  Walet  May  25-)une  9, 2004.  Call  Bill  children  at  (662)  328-5704,  exL  113  or 


nect.com  for  Information, 


chuichet  and  honm  Stained  Clamvorki, 

Inc.  (800)  605-2970. _ 

llARN  CHAIR  ART  MIMSTRY  BY  videa  For 
rrxxa  InfomwIlon  write:  P.O.  Box  1206, 
FMtfleld  TX  75840.  Email  lanInOptlaihxom. 


ATIVE  Southern  BabtIft  church.  Searching 

•wnTw*#!-.,  .T...,-,!.,  1593  tor  a  nroenure  oetenorng  10  exen-  eqRT  WALTON  BEACH,  PLORIIM  on  experierKed,  full-time,  ftudent/recre- 

tmoke^ee,  no  peli,  ileepi  tU.  TWo  bed-  ing  dayt  rich  In  hlttory,  culture,  rellglout  cAaiooM  Itland.  Beautiful  condo  on  Gulf,  ^  fMumet  to  Crawford 

room,  2  beh,icenlc  view.  Dinner  tickets  for  rooti  and  hotpltollty.  _  .iMpt  tlx.  january  S250.00  week.  Call  ffSSu 

annivartarv.  birthday.  Prevloutiv  the  Brooch  HOPPER  CLASS  STUDIO.  CUSTOM  Mobile,  AL  36618. 
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Udies  of  Zion  HiU 


WcMon 


GAs  of  Dumas  Church,  Dumas 


GAs  of  Ogden  St  Hebron  Church,  Bentonia 


College's  (MC)  students  are  program.  The 
participating  in  the  spring  ^mester  involves 
semester  in  London.  The  group  courses  at  the 
will  leave  in  January  and  be  University  of 
accompanied  by  Ivan  Parke,  London  and 


Baptist  Marks  5  Year  Support 
of  Children's  Asthma  Camp 


Professor  of  CHnstian  Studies  employs  three 
and  Philosophy,  and  his  wife,  British  professors  in 

-  the  teaching,  curriculum  in 

addition  to  Parke  and  Floyd. 
The  semester  will  include  visits 
to  museums,  galleries,  insti¬ 
tutes,  cathedrals,  churches, 
aloiw  with  other  sights.  When 
die  l^ndon  semester  concludes 
in  late  April,  die  students  will 
engage  in  post-semester  travel 
that  will  tour  all  over  Europe. 


Greater  \lsion 


SraONC  FART-TIME  CHUR01  SECRE¬ 
TARIAL  position  in  the  ladoon,  Mbs.  area. 
Contact  Chaslty  Martin  (601 )  926-461 8. 


Baptist  Historical  Collection, 
Mississippi  College.  Details  on  MC 
website;  httpy/www.mc.edu/admin- 
istration/PER/jobs.html  or  contact 
Mrs.  Susan  Newman,  chair,  search 
committee  (601)  925-3279. 


Ills  ism  snmwn  NK 

invitH  your  indication  of  interaat  to: 
FIROT  MOSTQAOE  CHURCH  BONDS 

EARN  UP  TO:  85% 

I  TtMH  bond*  any  bt  plaoad  In  a  Mif-dtoKito  tRA.! 


Pictured  laS  to  rid*  BtothtHadthSyswmsPrwIdit  and  GEO  Kurt  WMatmar 
tod  Amaticm  Lung  Mtoctadtto  of  MWadppI  EmouSv*  Oeaclor  Kay  Huangs 

The  American  Lung  Association  of  Mississippi  (ALAM)  honored  Baptist 
Health  Systams  for  the  hospRaTs  on-going  sponsonhip  for  Camp  Wheez-AMi)(  a 
summer  camp  for  chNdrtn  agM  8  •  1 2  with  asthma. 

For  the  past  fVa  yearh  Baptist  has  partnered  with  ALAM  and  the  Mississippi 
Asthma  CoBaboiathe  In  contrfouting  lesouicas  and  vohmtaen  in  creating  a 
one-of-»klnd  expeitanca  for  MIssistIppI  chNdran  with  asthma. 

The  statawlda  camp  b  usuaBy  held  at  Camp  Wasisy  Pines  m  GaHman,  Miss. 
During  the  week  long  camp^  chBdran  enjoy  a  host  of  actMtias,  Including 
canoeing  Mklng,  and  playing  a  variety  of  sports.  They  also  learn  about  asthma 
trlggan^  breathing  tachniques,  and  the  Importaqca  of  taking  mecNcstlons 
properly  A  large  group  of  medical  and  other  volumaars  staff  the  campi 

Next  year's  camp  wM  be  held  July  1MB.Tb  laam  more  about  Camp  Ylheat- 
Away,  contact  ALAM  at  1  •BOO-5B6-4B72  or  visit  www.lungustoOtgfmlssiaslppL 


1119  Mississippi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong. 


IntcTMt  Payable  Quaitciiy 

This  innounoHMnt  Is  ntUhtr  an  oftar  to  ttU 
nor  ■  toUdialion  of  an  offsr  to  buy.  AB  offara 
are  mada  by  prapsetus  only. 


More  than  1100  churches  throughout  Mississippi 
put  their  faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for 
comprehensive  insurance  services  including  * 

-  property,  general,  and  specific  liability,  vehicle, 
workers  compensation,  smd  other  coverages. 
Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program, 
customized  for  your  ministry,  at  the  most 
competitive  premium  rates.  a 

For  refertnou  and  mart  fWH  WmtllfltO 
information,  call  Mike  Brooke  at 

601-420-0174  or  1-800-442-0290.  bIhS 


S40S-A  BtU  •  AmarUlo  TX  79109 
Mambto  NASD,  SVC 


obMn  a  pRMpscM  wtiteb  drecribai  aM  af  dw 
ptokulan  ol  dw  undartaMng.  Raad  N  carsMIy 


1-eoo-MS-S2S2or94B-S2S2  •  wwwjnbhiorg 
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Family  Bible  Study 

God  Chooses  and  Equips 

1  Samuel  16:1-13 


Ken  Anderson 


There  is  a  web  site  that  allows  Samuel,  the  last  of 
people  to  measure  dKmselves  by  the  Judges,  seemingly  *  j 
die  opinion  of  others.  You  can  was  stuck  in*  the  gnef 
find  out  how  attractive  you  are  process  and  could  not  refocus 
^  sending  a  picture  to  the  site,  nis  life  (v.  1).  It  is  evident  that 
Tne  internet  audience  will  rate  Saul  and  Samuel's  relationship 
you  on  a  scale  of  1  to  10  was  ruptured  (1  Samuel  15:35). 
(Newsweek,  12/18/00).  This  site  The  change  in  the  leadership  of 
is  anodier  confirmation  that  our  the  country  could  ignite  a  civil 
culture  places  enormous  empha-  war,  plus  there  was  the  threat 


process  to  find 
anoint  a  new  king. 
Saniuel,  the  la 


sis  on  physical  attractiveness. 

of  me  major  lessons  in  fius 
study  is  that  0x1  values  inner 
character  more  dian  one's  out¬ 
ward  appearance. 

The  less(m  is  set  in  a  ba^- 
groimd  of  Israel's  need  for 
strong  national  leadership.  King 


of  attack  from  hostile  neigh¬ 
bors.  Nevertheless,  he  was 
grieving  in  a  manner  that  was 
not  healthy.  God  intervened  in 
his  grief  and  gave  him  decisive 
actions  to  peitorm. 

The  pu^xjse  of  Samuel's  trip 
to  BediM^em  was  to  anoint  a 


Saul  was  Israel's  hope  of  being  new  king  from  the  sons  of  Jesse, 
united,  but  ultimately  his  He  was  instructed  to  fill  his  horn 
actions  demonstrated  mat  he  with  oiL  This  was  an  animal  horn 
would  not  be  a  successful  king,  that  was  used  as  a  wind  instru- 
Then  God  directed  Samuel  in  a  ment  or  a  container  to  carry  oiL 


Did  Samuel  know  that 
Jesse  the  Bethlehemite 
was  the  grandson  of 
Boaz  and  Ruth?  It  is  pos¬ 
sible;  but  what  he  did 
know  was  that  diis  king 
would  come  to  the 
throne,  not  as  the  resvdt 
of  political  subterfuge  or 
dvil  war,  but  chosen  by 
A  j  God  Hiniself. 

Anderson  Samuel  had  an  initial 

ocus  reservation  about  his  visit  to 
that  Bethlehem.  He  was  concerned, 
^p  and  ri^tly  so,  tiiat  Saul  would 
i:35).  not  lock  favor^ly  on  such  trea- 
Lp  of  son.  Besides,  he  would  travel 
civil  through  Saul's  hometown  of 
ueat  Gibean  on  his  way  to  Betitiehem. 
dgh-  To  avoid  his  mission  being 
was  detected,  Samuel  used  as  a  pre- 
was  text  a  ritual  sacrifice. 

:din  For  a  man  of  Samuel's 
isive  stature  to  visit  the  small  town 
of  Bethlehem  immediately  got 
trip  the  attention  of  the  elders  (v.  4). 
nt  a  They  may  have  thought  that 
esse,  some  transgression  had  been 
horn  committed  mat  would  reqviire 
horn  a  Judge's  visit.  They  were 
stru-  relieved  when  Samuel  said  that 
oiL  it  was  a  peaceful  visit'. 


The  invitatiOTi  of  Jesse  and  his 
sons  set  the  stage  for  tiie  selection 
process  (v.  5).  .The  first  son  to 
come  into  Samuel's  view  was 
Eliab.  He  quickly  assumed  ti^t 
Eliab  was  the  natural  choice.  He 
may  have  re2isoned  that  sirKe  he 
was  the  elder  son;  tall  and  pei^ 
haps  handsome,  that  he  would 
project  tile  ideal  image  of  a  king, 
out  Samuel  soon  learned  that 
outward  appearance  was  not  sxif- 
fident.  God  looked  beyond  tiie 
image  and  saw  tiie  heart  (tiie 
tiiou^ts,  emotions,  and  intent  of 
a  person)  (v.  7).  Therefore,  God 
rejected  Eliab. 

Each  one  of  Jesse's  sons 
passed  in  review  before  Samuel 
and  each  was  rejected  (vs.  8-11) 
save  David,  the  young^t,  who 
was  tendkig  sheep.  Again,  phys¬ 
ical  attributes  are  mentKXiea;  and 
David's  were  impressive.  He 
was  a  tall  and  h^dsome  man. 

However,  God  directed  Samuel 
to  anoint-David  because  of  tiie 
attributes  of  his  heart.  David  is 
described  as  "a  man  after  God's 
own  heart;"  a  heart  that  was 
focused  on  serving  ,and  loving 
God.  Samuel's  aiiointing  or  First  Church, 


David  sioiified  tiiat  he  was  being 
set  apar^r  a  special  ministry.  At 
that  moment,  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  came  upcm  David  from  tiiat 
day  forward  (vl3). 

Insights  from  the  texh 

To  uhit  de^  does  our  culture 
accept  superfiiMity  over  the  d^th  of 
dmacter,  irm^  over  mt^ty  and 
style  over  substance?  td  Young 
made  the  following  observation:  “In 
our  culture,  unless  a  person  is  hand¬ 
some,  intelligent,  uxalthu  or  well 
bom,  he  is  in  trouble."  The  lesson 
teaches  that  God  had  a  plan  for 
David,  and  He  has  a  plan  for  ev^ 
life.  Samuel  had  the  resfxmsMiiy 
tnrousfi  God's  direction  to  select  the 
nextang.  Church  committees  have 
the  responsibility  ofsdecting  people 
to  serve,  ideally  with  God's  direction. 
What  is  the  process  of  selection  op 
nomination?  As  someone  has  said 
"Do  we  choose  people  like  we  do 
products,  by  the  packaging?" 
Regardl^  of  one's  appearance,  it  is 
tlK  condition  of  the  /larrt  that  counts. 
How  is  your  heart? 

Anderson  is  pastor  emeritus  of 


and  on  occasion,  authority.  The 
"[gold]  chain"  symbolized  favor, 
;ause  as  was  bestowed  on  Joseph  by 
I  Pharaoh  (Gen.  41:42). 

Many  John  (1  John  4:18),  adding  that 

■  !  God's  "perfect  love  drives  out  The  Book's  Guidance 
le  "fear  of  the  Lord"  (Proverbs  1:10-19): 

The  good  fatiier  omtinues  tiie 
discourse  by  issuing  strict  warn¬ 
ings  to  h^  his  ctmd  avoid  the 
pml  of  those  who  would  lead  him 
astray.  The  enticing  taqtics  of  those 
choosing  sinful  litesty^  are  ever 
present  and  very  convincing  in 
tiieir  efiort  to  coerce  otiiers  to 
"travel  that  road  with  them" 
(verse  15).  The  child  is  urged  not 
to  even  "set  foot  on  their  patii",  as 
the  innocent  one  could  be  swept 
away  toward  a  ruined  life  (verse 
19).  As  believers,  we  must  contin¬ 
ually  "be  self  controlled  and  alert ", 
mother  and  father  wl^  treasure  because  the  enemy  of  our  souls — 
their  children.  Although  the  the  devil  —  "prowls  about  like  a 

leeded  roaring  lion  looking  for  someone 
wrriter  to  devour"  (1  Peter  5:8). 

Kictures  here  a  fatiier  and  son  Choice8...decisions...a  fork  in 
aving  a  heart-to-heart  talk,  as  the  road.  Choosing  the  ways  of 
the  father  leads  his  son  torsee  God's  wisdom  as  shown  in 
that  gaining  wisdom  would  Proverbs  will  help  provide 
bring  about  a  life  of  blessedness  clear  guidance  for  such  times, 
and  productivity.  The  "garland  and  k^p  us  on  the  right  path. 

of  »ace"  for  tiie  head  reminds  - 

"fear",  we  think  of  cringing  in  readers  of  a  victory  crown,  Maniscalco  is  a  member  of  First 
terror  before  someone  or  some-  which  would  bequeatii  honor  Church,  Ocean  Springs. 


IJT  Tj  ing  wise  and  honest  thing.  However,  this  is  obvi- 

DLiH  business  decisions,  han-  ously  not  the  meaning  of  the 

■>  ^bng  oiu  emotions,  word  in  this  context, 

L  s'^oiding  evil,  and  rever-  "There  is  no  fear  in  love",  says 

|r  belie^rs  so  value  the 

book  of  Proverbs  that  fear. 

y  pleased  with  tiiey  read  a  chapter  a  day  involves  reverential  awe  that 

I's  (iioioe;  He  as  part  of  their  devotion-  will  result  in  submission  and 

hatandsomuchBEiL^^MJ  ^  rime.  For  almost  any  obedience.  The  psahnist  had 

id  verses  10^14).  problem  we  might  face,  this  in  mind  when  he  said  to 

Maniscalco  either  raid '  the  the  Lord,  "I  have  hidden  your 

Book's  Purpose  answer  or  a  governing  principle  word  in  my  heart  that  I  might 
IBS  1:1-6):  in  tiiis  chei^ied  bcwk.  Those  not  sin  against  you"  (Psalm 

"wise  and  discerning  who  seek  the  "wisdom  that  119:11).  The  wise  man  rever- 

od  imparted  to  Solomon  comes  from  heaven"  Qames  ences  Gcxl;  the  fcxil  rejects  Him 

nd  its  way  into  what  we  3:17)  wiU,  according  to  Proverbs  and  His  teachings, 

the  book  of  Proverbs,  1:2-6,  gain  discernment,  knowl- 

which  was  penned  by  edge,  l^ight  and  discretion  —  The  Book's  Approach 
Iranon.  The  il  chapters  all  components  of  wisdom.  (Proverbs  1:8-9): 

prise  tiie  book  are  biurst-  The  teachings  of  tiie  book  can 

1  insists  for  practical  The  Book's  Premise  be  conside^  a  lovegift  from  a 
dng  for  all  Christians.  (Proverbs  1:7): 
lievers  can  drink  deeply  With  this  verse,  Solomon 
tenets  of  wosdom  found  begins  his  corrmarisons  of  two  advice  is  to  be 

but  even  veteran  Bible  kinds  of  people,  a  method  of  by  male  or  fer 

can  never  fully  exhaust  writing  we  will  see  throughout  ' 
hs  contained  in  the  diar-  the  book.  He  doesn't  mince 

:  short  nuggets  of  words  —  those  who  reject  wis- 

d  teadiing.  dom  are  called  "foob".  In  con- 

tapestry  of  topics  b  trast,  "The  fear  of  the  Lord  b 
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Mr.  &  Mrs.  Albert  N. 
Hemphill 
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Ms.  Dian  Smiifa 
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Dr.  and  Mrs.  WiUiam  B. 
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Mrs.  Claudia  King 
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Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jewel  Kirkland 
Ms.  Gail  Kirkland 
Raymond  Kirkland 

Ms.  Gail  Kirkland 
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Kindergarten 

Ms.  Nancy  Blakeney 
Dr.  irtkMrs.  J.  G.  I^eler  Jr. 
Mr.  ft  Mr>.  James  1*101 
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Urn  Kirkland 
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Devere  LaiKaster 
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Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 
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Ms.  Peggy  Williams 
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Mis.  Odedsa  Lingie 
Adult  Mens  SSC 
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Peggy  LolUn 

Adult  in  SSC.  N 
Columbia  BC  -  Columbia 
Paul  Lunceford 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  L. 
Bradford 
Dr.  Bob  Magee 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  E. 
Crawford 
Walter  Magee 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  E 
Crawford 

Mrs.  Fannie  Mangum 

Senior  SSC.  Shady  Grove 
BC  •  Magee 
Mrs.  Judy  Masun 
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Electkm  Commitsiooen 
Mrs.  Mattie  Patterson  Mnasey 
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Mrs.  IMa  N.  Johnson 
Mr.  WIBtem  M.  McCardoM 
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Watson 
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hfr.  ft  Mn.  Bryint  Mystt 
Botty  MK^ool 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  H.  O.  McCod 
Mn.  Christine  Smith 
Onida  McCracken 

Illinois  Central  Emps- 
OrenedafDuiaM 

Roaobloofn  Racieaiiaiial 
BaUPaik 

LeWsnda  ft  Joosics 


Mrs.  Addie  M.  Holloway 


Mn.  EbnerE  Holmes 
Ms.  Ruth  V.  Whitt 
Mra.  Lota  Robortsoa 

The  Dodd  Coin  Funily 
Warron  Rohhmon 

MzftMn.VitaherB.Mocfe 

Mr.JackRopar 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mrs.  Goldta  Rnaacn 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Jack  B.  Martin 
Mr.  Jaams  Rathhit 

Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Myrtke  L.  flauilng 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Jimmie  Blount 
Annie  Manning 


Mn.  >^vian  V.  Jessup 
Dr.ThmnMWaMau 

KDMC  Labocatoiy 
Richard  Hnyte  Wallty 
Challenger's  SSC. 
Msredonis  BC 
Buddy  Wallera 

Mn.  Linda  S.  Townes 
Rosemary  Walters 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Billy  E.  IMm 
W.CWatkina,Jr. 

Sunshine  SS,  Parkview 
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IWry  Lane 

LiUtan,  Psny  Anna  ft 
RM*b  Hayward 
Eldon  Lewta 

QuU^wit  Hei|his  BC- 
Oulf|)on 
Sma  Mabry,  8r. 

Young  Aduh  SS  Class 
Mrs.  Letha  MtaebaR 

Koaaalh  Baptist  Church 
Stacey  R.  Kennedy 
Bitgy  ft  Jwry  Ralnar 

Ms.  Betty  N.  Qrlffilh 
Chartaa  W.  RmAvw 

Mn.  Edna  M.  OUliland 
Mite  Harky  Grata  Satalh  ’ 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jay  Hubbard 


Mn.  Bhuer  a  Holmes 
Mr.  Chsiiei  W.  Holmes 
Mrs.  Jean  E.  Moorchaad 
Ms.  Ruth  V. 

(Vsnl  andinghim)  Whitt 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  James  M.  Hill 
Mr.  Charles  W.  Holmes 
Mrs.  Ddam  Mormaa 

Mn.  Berenice  K  Woods 
ft  Family 

Mrs.  Jobnnta  Love  Bonds  Myers 
The  Gerald  Hasselmsn 
Family 
Lance  Nacc 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Tbnuny  Brock 
Mr.  Harold  O.  Marx  Sr. 
Mrs.  Margarot  Ingram  Netaon 
Mr  ft  Mn.  Lester  Haddox 
Robert  NobUc 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Burke  Pisher 
Avoane  W.  Norman 

Mr.  Oooald  R.  Norman 
James  B.  Norwood 

Single  Adult  SS  D^, 

FBC  •  Pascagoule 
Mrs.  Thelma  Nowell 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mr.  Hamilton  Otts 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Willie  B. 

Badon 

Mary  S.  Parker 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Sam  Lackey 
Mrs.  Tommie  Lee  Parker 
Gneber  Btothen,  Inc. 

Mrs.  Florlae  Pnstons 
VUJey  Pirk  BC 
Sam  D.  Payne 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Sam  Lackey 
Mr.  Ray  Peden 

Mn.  Dorothy  W.  Shaw 
Mr.  Johnny  Pee,  Sr. 

Mn.  Iris  Hawkins 
Carolyn  Peilum 

Mn.  Kathleen  P.  Dulaney 
Dorothy  ft  Amos  Hite 
Elmer  Pender 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Hale 
Singletary  Jr. 

Marton  Perry 

Mr.  ft  Mrv  George  F.  Peoey 
Mr.  George  Pickle 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Lee  E  Gillespie 
Mr.  Marvin  Polk 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Lester  Haddox 
Mrs.  Virginia  Pounds 

'Mr.  ft  Mn.  Jeny  M.  Howell 
Deborah  Ahna  PowoU 
Anne  W.  Manning 
Mrs.  Marta  Powers 

WMU  Mt.  Gilead  BC- 
Meridian 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Don  O.  Baker 
Bohhye  Prmicy 

Mn.  Bobbye  P.  Barry 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Ray  McGee 
Mr.  J.  A.  Hanii 
Mary  E  Premon 

The  Sanford  Hollidays 
Grace  Porter 
The  Clifloo  Poilen 
Mrs.  Maggie  Preetwood 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Charles  Dew 
Mr.  James  Prewiti 
Mn.  Ray  OfiUot 
Mrs.  Waada  Prichard 
Ms.  Peggy  Williams 
WilNam  Paul  "BWy"  Purcell 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Glen  King 
Charlotte  Puri 

Peggy  Sbuckrow 
Mr.  Donald  A.  Thompson 
Mr.  Joha  E  Ralnor 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Ed  Lee 
Martha  Ray 

Caadlta  Baptist  Church 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Ovln  Ray 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Rufht  E 
Millsaps 

Dr.  ft  Mn.  Linuel  D. 

Jayroe 

Mrs.  TTugstt  Rtattdorp 
Ms.  Pam  T.  Poole 
Pitetott  Rllty 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  L.  P.  Brown 
Mrsi  SMrtay  RNchta 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  IVoy  H. 

Rutledge 

Julia  ChrtathteRIvort 
Mn.  Joan  P.  KUgoiu 


GiUWntUna 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  N.  Lavalle 
Massey 

Gknn  Watkins 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Cal  E  Dew 
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Giiimi  Wsalhars 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  R.  A.  McGee 
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Mr.  ft  Mn.  Hale 
Singletary  Jn 
EIcm  Wicks  WdloM 

Mill  Mary  fkances  Wyatt 
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Kelly,  Susan  ft  Peyton 

Peny 

ABneTWetebrook 

Mn.  Mildred  Barron 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Oany  Randall 
Lou  Whlttli«ton 

Esther  SSC  lisymond 
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Ms.  Bonnie  Mae  Whittingtau 
Mr.  Robert  R.  Wayndre 
Haiet  Havard  Wtaker 
Peggy  Sbucknow 
Mr.  Donald  A.  Thompeon 
Purvis  Wtar 

Marvin  ft  Gene  Rkbattaon 
LareM  WUbouni 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  John  Harpole 
ftEUen 

Mn.  Marsha  Jane  Kennetb 
BoBoWiUlnms 

Ms.  Hope  H.  HawkiiH 
Bonnie  E  WlUams 

Mr.  Morris  C.  WUUams  Jr. 
Ikrry  LyM  WUMams 

Stanton  Baptist  Church 
T.F.WitaHi 

^  Mr.  ft  Mn.  Hale 
Singtatary  Jr. 

Mr.  Benhta  Whittington 

Mr.  ft  Mrs,  Joe  Vigneouh 
Mrs.  Wanda  Owon 
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Ms.  Qaana  Woodraff  ' 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Billy  Mongidd 
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Brent  Seal 
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Mr.  ft  Mn.  S.  S.  Crocker 
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Mr.  ft  Mn.  Duane  F.  Roth 
Mr.  Lewis  "Bad”  SImmoas 
Ms.  Alice  C.  Zumbro 
Ms.  Carolyn  W.  Moore 
Oricc  Sims 

Graeber  Brothen  Inc. 

Mr.  Paul  SImt 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Thomas  A. 
Ugon  Jr. 

Graeber  Brothen  Inc. 

Bill  ft  Deeaa  Barbee 
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Mr.  Waller  Barbee 
Mr.  PhlHp  Slagtay 

Mr.ftMn.RillieF.  Mcne 
WUlic  Mas  SUgh 

USPS  Enipl(^eesJ*ickeni 
Edna  K.  Saaltb 

Mn.  Dora  Murray 
Ms.  Rite  L.  Easley 
Gary  Data  SmHb 

Conconl  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Roata  Smith 

Mn.  CamiUe  C.  Hones 
Mr.  Robert  E  Larsen 
Oladiag  Baptist  Church 
LorancSimw 

Mn.  Edna  Sones 
Mrs.  Sandra  Spell 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Donny 
Mitchell 
Ronnie  Stewart 

Ms.  Margie  W.  WUUams 
Marvin  Stekas 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  W.  B.  Orabam 
Mrs.  Paarl  B.  Stout 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Joe 'Alford 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  BlUy  Wittheo 
Mrs.  Alice  Stovall 

Word  SSC.  Highland  BC- 
Vicksbuig 
ElUs  Strong 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Larry  S.  _ 
Benson 

Mn.  Irene  L.  Blister 
Mr.  Jerry  Swtodd 

Mr  ft  Mn.  Roy  Gray 
Mr.  Frank  Ihrd 

Mr.  Charles  W.  Holmes 
Betty  Ihte 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Myron 
Johnson 

Mr.  George  Ihte 

Rev.  ft  Mn.  Janws  C. 

Bum 

Wliihrry 

Mn.  Thmaain  Panenon 
Mr.WiiodyTtadate 

Mr  ft  htai.  Billy  Mangold 


Memorials 


Greene  Co  BaptAsac 

Mrs.  Katharint  Adante 

Mr  ft  Mn,  Rowland  SmMi 
OdateoAIgte 

Ms.  Cathy  P.  Moss 
Cuftta(Fop)AMM 

Ids.  Payee  Kelly 


Dr.  Bill  Causey,  Interm  Excutive  Director 
P.O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)922-2242 
e-mail:  bcvl@misnet.com  v, 
www.baptistchildrensvillage.com 

Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Metnexy.  Many 
groups  and  ii^viduals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 
through  this  sensitive,  meaningful,  aixl  helpful 
medium.  This  featur  e  is  hope^y  designed  to 
further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who 
are  and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 
October  1  -  31, 2003  Mrs.  Virginia  H.  Thylor 

Memorials  m  i  >  u  ■ 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Joel  Hale 
Jo  Hermets 

Mn.  Gene  Fortenberry 
Mr.  Charles  B.  Hkks 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  E 1.  Bennett  k. 
Mr.  Charles  W.  Holmes 
Raba  Higdon 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Tbd  Dear 
Mn.  Joy  L.  Harris 
Louise  B.  Hi^tower 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  lUchie 
Defenbaugh 
Mrs,  Dorothy  Hill 

Thirteenth  Avenue 
Pharmacy  Staff 
Victar  Hodges 

Ruth  SSC.  FBC-Tupek) 

Max  Hodgins 

Ms.  Bonnie  Joiner 
Mrs.  Inei  HofT 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  WilUe  B.  Badon 
Mrs.  Dot  Hogan 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  I>auJ  D.  AUen 
Bobbie  Nell  Burris  Holland 
Donis  ft  Lou  PUinagl 
Elwin  ft  Audrey  Smith 
Melwin  ft  Gertte  Smith 
Betty  Wroten 
Imogtue  HolUngswurth 

Ms.  MeUssa  P.  Woodruff 
Mr.  John  Sharp  Hoimes 
Ms.  Dian  Smith 
Patey  Howed 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Tom 
Woodwiid  ft  Family 
Bryant  ft  Iris  Hucabee 
Mr.  ft  Mn  James  W. 

Hucabee 


Mrs.  Susan  S.  Dawson 
BUyAAlay 

Mr  ft  Mn.  Bufonl  Bony 
Mr.  M.  E  Brewer 
Ms.  Jean  M.  Kiik 
MyrteMiAsBtt 

Mr  ft  Mn.  Oreg  TUbartiiii 
Loutaa  EckalhTgir  BaBay 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Heaty  P. 
Peebles  Ir. 

Mrt.  Sara  A.  BaBay 

Mr.  Oaoige  B.  OUmore 
Mr  ft  Mn.  Paul  I.  Piyor 


Alewine 
Mn.  BaUi 


Mr.  Morris  Gatlin,  Sr. 

Mn.  Don  Mumy 
Mr.  C.  Kirk  Haskins 
Donnis  Gibbon 

Mn.  Anita  S.  Williams 
Mrs.  C.  C.  Gibaoa 

Mn.  Walter  f.  McMutchy 
Elvin  Godwin^ 

Alva  ft  Ann  Cook 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Clarence 
Triplett 

Lola  Rac  Grace 

Mn.  Imogene  L.  Penn 
ShellleGray 

Mr  ft  Mn.  Joe  T.  Rives 
Rev.  N.  F.  Greer 

Mn.  Austin  Smith 
Bobby  Griffith 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Howard  Btidget 
Mr.  Pal  Gullcdgc 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  iWher  B.  Moore 
Mn.  Dolorit  Horton 
Mr.  HaroM  Hackney 

Mn.  Peggy  Hrckney 
Mr.  M.  E  (Snooks)  Hail 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Lester  Haddox 
Mrs.  Elisabeth  H.  Hambertta 
Mr,  ft  Mn.  James  V. 
Whitaker 

Ruth  ft  Kaye  Hildethnad 
Chartas  Leighton  Hamric  [D 
Miss  Alva  Merle  BUnton 
Lamar  Hancock 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Fred  D. 

Non  worthy 
Eari  Hardy 

Dr.  ft  Mn.  Phillip  Mumy 
ft  Family 

Mn.  Dora  Mumy 
HaMI  Harper 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Joe  T  Rivm 
Bobby  Hairttaoa 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Ken  Pale 


November  1  •  30, 2003 
Honors 


Mn.  W.  T.  Bratand 
Mr.  R  Mra.  J.C  Brawar 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Hlran  E 
Davis  Jr. 


Mr.  ft  Mn.  Haughsy  D. 
WillaMh. 

Mr.XCBMhtay 

Mn.EliiihadiCWUaoa 

Mr.OrrCeBfrd 

Mn.OrviltaByid 

CloTtaCaidwtal 

The  CaldawO  Piteily 
BrytetCaaptatB 


Mr.  ft  Mn.  PauJ  D.  Allen 
Mrs.  Corhte  Haghlay 
Ms.  Pam  T.  Poole 
Harold  Hutchtaoa 
Mr.  Bob  Catlett 
Mrs.IldaJacksiM 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  O.  B.  Steele 
Own  jMNp  ■ 

Mn.  ^vlan  V,  Jessup 


Mra.  Attttte  McCraacy 

Thirteaath  Aveaua 
Pharmacy  ft  Staff  * 

Mn  Darral  McKamda 
TMnaandi  Avuaue 
Phannacy  ft  Staff 
Llaate  McMttiray 

Conoortl  Baptist  Omreb 
Mr.W.EMattea 

Tbs  lany  Onhams 
OraosPortar 
Ths  CUftoa  Portan 


Haygoodar 


Mn.ClsoQ.WUUaina 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Jackie  Wooley 
ft  Jordan 

Mr.  Chartas  Hadawaod 
Ms.  PamTPoola 
Fathar  sTMa.  Hops  Haad 
Mn.  AaaisOoas 
Jinuny  ft  Kathy  Ooaa 
Mr.  Charlta  Hattdaraaa 
M'-  Edward  H.  Odom 


Thirtoeatb  Avenue 
Phannacy  ft  Staff 
Mr.  Jhwri  Johaaon 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Herman  E 
Duagan  Jr. 

NaHaEJalaar 

Tha  Pets  MoCully  PamUy 
Annie  Peart  ft  Patricia 
Irtplstt 
MrB.Joaaa 


Pastor  proclaims  Gospel  in  Iraq  homeland 


BAGHDAD,  Iraq  (BP)  —  It 
wotdd  be  haid  to  imagine  a 
time  Biat  Maher  hasn't  «med. 
Though  short  in  stature,  the 
Madian-bom  Iraqi  li^ts  up  a 
room,  whether  it's  at  to  hospi¬ 


tal  where  he  helps  translate  for 
Iraqi  patients,  or  in  his  church 
which  has  now  held  services 
for  10  weeks  in  a  row. 

There  was  a  low  point  in  his 
life.  It  came  as  he  was  being 
interrogated  in  Saddam 
Hussein's  military  intelligence 
prison  —  the  most  feared  prison 
m  all  of  Iraq.  As  he  heard  stories 
of  odier  prisoners  there  who  had 
been  severely  tortured  by  the 
same  men  who  were  question¬ 
ing  him,  he  worulered  whether 
he  would  ever  see  home  again. 

Maher  Abdul  Mageea  was 
bom  into  the  Madian  culture,  a 
sect  that  can  be  traced  back  to 
the  original  followers  of  John 
the  Baptist.  Though  90%  of  John 
the  Bap^t's  followers  turned  to 
Jesus  Christ  after  their  leader's 
death,  some  did  not,  choosing 
instead  to  worship  John,  a  reb- 
gion  that  has  been  passed  down 
tor  generations. 

Maher  acc^ted  Jesus  Christ 
as  his  Savior  m  1994  after  first 
hearing  the  Gospel  from  his 
brother  who  hacf  left  Iraq  for 


Iraq  for 


USEFUL  COLLECTION  —  Maher  M^eed  looks  through  the  large 
collection  of  master  recordings  of  Christian  programs  he  has  tapM 
for  distribution  to  his  Iraqi  neighbors.  (BP  photo  by  Jim  Veneman) 


another  country.  Within  a  year, 
Maher  felt  called  by  God  into 
ministry,  though  there  was  no 
schooling  in  evangelism  he 
could  obtain  in  Iraq.  Under 
Saddam's  dictatorship,? it  was 
extremely  difficult /to  /  preach 
the  Gospel  in  Ir4q;  ii*  could 
quickly  gain  someone  a \hree- 
year  trip  to  prison  if  caughl:^ 

A  father  and  a  husband, 
Maher  decided  to  start  a  media 
ministry.  By  collecting  audio 
tapes,  books,  CDs,  and  videos, 
he  reasoned  it  was  the  easiest 
way  to  preach  the  Gospel  with¬ 
out  being  accused  of  sp^ifical- 
ly  proseivtizing  for  his  faith. 
Using  double-deck  cassette 
players,  he  would  stay  up  until 


midnight  each  night  taping 
various  Christian  programs. 
His  wife  would  then  help  copy 
the  tapes  while  she  cool^.  He 
was  e^er  to  share  his  tapes 
and  CES  with  fellow  members 
of  die  chiuch  he  attended,  the 
sole  Arabic  evangebcal  church 
in  the  area  where  ne  lived. 

Word  began  to  spread 
throu^iout  the  church  and  sur- 
roun&ig  neighboihoods  about 
Male's  ministry,  a  development 
diat  concerned  the  local  murch 
council's  several  members  who 
also  belonged  to  the  Baaih  Party. 

"They  asked  me  to  stop  my 
media  ministry  and  said  it  was 
becoming  a  problem,"  Maher 
recounted.  "I  asked  them,  why? 
They.were  fearful  that  Saddam 
would  close  the  church." 

Over  the  next  few  months, 
Maher  tried  his  best  to  meet  ^ 
council's  requests,  wittvout  giv¬ 
ing  in  to  shutting  down  his  min¬ 
istry  altogedver.  Still,  the  moment 
came  whoi  he  was  asked  to  do 
just  that.  The  leader  of  die  church 
coimcil  confronted  him  on 
everything  he  had  been  doing  — 
from  pasung  out  tapes  to  prmt- 
ing  and  distributing  a  flyer  with 
the  plan  of  salvation  on  it. 

'1  told  him.  I’m  not  doing 
anything  wrong,"'  Maher  said. 
"Me  tola  me,  "wu  don't  like  to 
obey  my  orders.'  I  just  said,  'I 
don't  like  to  not  obey  my 
Jesus.  'That  was  on  Friday.  The 
following  evening,  Maher  was 


in  his  paiamas  and  robe  when 
someone  Knocked  at  the  door. 

TWo  men,  security  agents  for 
Saddam  Hussein,  quickly 
informed  him  that  he  must  not 
open  his  mouth  nor  make  any 
sudden  movements.  A  man  who 


had  frequendy  borrowed  tapes 
from  M^r's  ministry  stood 
thoe  as  well  He  quickly  pointed 
to  Maher  and  nodded  to  to  men, 
leaving  as  quickly  ^ls  he  came. 

Mror  mougnt  quickly  and 
made  up  an  excuse  which  got 
him  permission  to  run  upstairs 
where  his  wife  was.  He  quickly 
told  her  what  was  happeiung 
and  instructed  her  to  rude  the 
mountain  of  audio  cassettes 
and  videotapes  they  had 
brought  home  from  the  church. 

In  all,  10  evangelical  pastors 
were  aurested  diat  day.  Maher 
spent  five  days  in  a  4-by-4-meter 
room  with  five  Muslims  who 
had  been  accused  of  political 
crimes.  When  he  was  brought  in 
for  interrogation,  a  cold  chm  ran 
duou^  hu  body  as  he  was  told 
what  TO  changes  were. 

;•  "They,  had  oeen  listening  to 
the  CI^  I  passed  out,"  Maher 
said.  "One  of  the  recordings 
talked  about  a  leader's  integri¬ 
ty,  and  the  fact  that  the  best 
leaders  in  the  world  are 
Christians.  To  thenftr*that  meant 
I  was  opposing  Saddam  being 
the  leader  of  me  world.  That 
was  the  lowest  moment  for  me 
because  1  knew  they  had  tor¬ 
ture  devices.  I  started  praying." 

Five  days  later,  Maher  was 
released  unharmed,  though 
many  of  the  other  pastors  were 
imprisoned  until  Hussein 
released  the  prisoners  right 
before  the  war  began. 

"Jesus  filled  us  with  more 
purpose,"  said  Eman,  Maher's 
wife.  "He  filled  us  with  a  great , 
ambition  to  tell  the  people  aoqut 
grace  and  God's  Good  News." 

Maher  estimates  more  than 
10,000  Iraqis  already  have  been 
touched  by  his  media  ministry 
since  it  began. 


Southern  Baptists  urged  to  respond  to  Iraq  needs 


Etbliodpher 

By  Chartes  l9iarx 
cxjpyright  2003 

PQE  SA  KPBE  TQJN  SAU, 

EPTDSJAU,  LA  NG  DNNE 

ZNVGNUJ:  JSM  GPBJS 

SPJS  VPEA  JSAA 

CSNHA;DN  BQ  FAPZA. 

HTRA  ABDSJ: 
GNUJM-ABDSJ 

Clue:VmM 

Have  fun  with  cryptography 
and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  James  Version 
Bible  verse  has  been  encoded 
by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  Is  substituted  throughout 
the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and 
error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  John  11:42 


BAGHDAD  —  Southern 
Baptists  have  prayed  for  years 
that  Iraq  would  somehow  be 
opened  to  the  Gospel.  Now 
Southern  Baptist  workers  have 
unprece^^ted  access  to  what 
was  onew  the  world's  most 
closed  countries. 

So  what  are  Southern  Baptists 
doing  about  it?  Not  enoum,  say 
International  Mission  Board 
(IMB)  workers  risking  dieir  lives 
to  meet  human  needs  and  share 
die  Go^l  inside  Iraq. 

1  must  admit  I'm  disappoint¬ 
ed  that  we  have  so  few  woricers 
here,"  said  one  Baghdad  worker, 
who  cannot  be  identified  for 
security  reasons. 

WhUe  the  IMB  has  work 
among  almost  1,500  people 
groups  in  well  over  lOO  coun- 
mes,  its  inability  to  respond 
quickly  and  appropriately  to 
what  may  be  a  fleetmg  oppor- 
hinity  In  Iraq  shows  a 
poignant  side  ot  the  board's 
recent  financial  challenges. 

John  Brady,  leader  of  IMB 
woric  in  the  Middle  East  and 
nOTdiem  Africa,  admits  bei^ 
fiiutrated  by  the  situation.  "It 
aches  my  neart  to  see  the 
oppcwtunities  dvit  are  before  us 
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and  know  what  decisions  we're 
having  to  make,"  he  said. 

Today  is  the  day  of  die  open 
door.  God  has  opened  doors,  not 
only  in  Iraq  but  really  in  hun¬ 
dreds  of  spcAs  across  die  Muslim 
world,"  he  said.  "If  we’re  going  to 
walk  dirough  diat  door.  Southern 
Bapitists  have  got  to  decide  if  it's 
worft  sacrificing  soniediing." 

Southern  Baptists  must 
understand  that  mere  is  a  war 
for  souls  underway  in  Iraq, 
Brady  said.  Even  as  Islamic 
leaders  try  to  tighten  their  grip 
on  the  coimt^  and  its  people, 
cult  groups  like  die  Mormons 
and  lehovah’s  Witnesses  are 
sending  hundreds  of  dieir  mis¬ 
sionaries  into  Iraq  to  spread 
dieir  pseudo-Chrisfianity. 

God  will  have  His  way  in 
Iraq  Brady  said.  Christian 
workers  from  South  Korea, 
Brazil  and  many  odier  lands 
are  coming  to  Ir^  to  share  the 
GospeL  But,  he  said,  T  am  jeal¬ 
ous  to  see  Soudiem  Baptiste  be 
a  part  of  God's  plan  fm  Iraq.  I 
am  praying  Soudiem  Baptists' 
will  respond  to  this  opportuni¬ 
ty,  because  diey  are  ac^t  see¬ 
ing  God’s  Kingdom  grow.  I  am 
jeuous  for  S^them  Baptiste, 


not  to  be  the  only  ones  work- 
'  ing,  but  not  to  be  left  out." 

Brady  urged  Southern 
Baptists  to  help  meet  the  needs 
in  Iraq  by  giving  sacrificially  to 
the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 


Offering  this  year. 

"The  only  way  Southern 
Baptists  can  go  forward  is  for 
us  to  take  responsibility  for 
responding  in  these  days  of 
opportunity,"  he  said. 


PAUSE  FOR  PRAYER  —  Reflective  of  ministry  opportunities  In  Iraq, 
Southern  Baptist  volunteers  Hal  Newell  (left)  and  Lany  Ledford  (right) 
pray  witfi  a  resident  in  a  neighborhood  in  central  Iraq  to  whom  they  h^ 
givm  food.  (BP  photo  by  Mike  Creswell) 
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